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PART III.
VI. Sane but shattered. Written when the cannon was heard booming from the battle-ships in the Solent before the Crimean War.
Letters to and from friends, 1854-55.
To Gerald Massey.
FRESHWATER, I. OF WIGHT,
April isf, 1854. MY DEAR SIR,
In consequence of my change of residence I did not receive your captivating volume till yesterday. I am no reader of papers and Reviews and I had not seen, nor even heard of any of your poems: my joy was all the fresher and the greater in thus suddenly coming on a poet of such fine lyrical impulse, and of so rich half-oriental an imagination. It must be granted that you make our good old English tongue crack and sweat for it occasionally, but time will chasten all that. Go on and prosper, and believe me grateful for your gift, and
Yours most truly, A. TENNYSON.
Letters to Dr Mann, author of "Maud Vindicated?
1855-
Thanks for your Vindication. No one with this essay before him can in future pretend to misunderstand my dramatic poem, " Maud": your commentary is as true as it is full, and I am really obliged to you for defending me against the egregiously nonsensical imputation of having attacked the Quakers or Mr Bright: you are not aware, perhaps, that another wiseacre accused me of calling Mr Layard an "Assyrian Bull!"
Yours very truly, A. TENNYSON.